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This article discusses how the Latvian army contributed to integrating young Old 

Believers into Latvian civil society.  

 
In Christianity, any murder is absolutely prohibited.  Anyone who commits 

murder (whether voluntary or involuntary, legal or illegal, intentional or accidental) is 
guilty and must be cleansed by repentance. One of the Church Fathers, St. Athanasius 
the Great (circa 295 373) wrote in his Epistle to the Monk Amun  
permissible to kill, but to exterminate the enemy in war is both lawful and worthy of 
praise  (https://azbyka.ru/otechnik-afanasy). Another Church Father, St. Basil the 
Great (circa 330 379) stated in the thirteenth canon: 
murder in battle as murder, excused, as it seems to me, the champions of chastity and 
piety. But perhaps it would be good to advise them, as having unclean hands, to refrain 

 https://azbyka.ru/otechnik-
vasily). The Old Believers followed the teachings of the Church Fathers, who 
condemned murder but allowed the lawful extermination of enemies in war, with 
spiritual consequences for those participating in the battle, along with strict repentance 
for the murders committed. 

The methodology of the research can be described as a historically analytical 
synthesis, based on primary archival sources/documents research, supported by 
quantitative data, and enriched by biographical and material culture evidence. It is also 
reflecting an interdisciplinary methodology, including religious studies, sociology, and 
education. The narrative is chronological, tracing developments from the Russian 
Empire through the Latvian War of Independence and into the interwar period of the 
Republic of Latvia.   
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Old Believers in Latvia developed a unique approach to military service, guided 

by religious teachings that distinguished between murder and lawful combat. Their 
participation in the Latvian War of Independence and subsequent peacetime army 
service reflected both the challenges they faced and their integration into Latvian 
society. 
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