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In 1945, national partisans continued their armed resistance against the occupation 

power by capturing parish centers. Their primary objectives included obtaining 
weapons, ammunition, and food, as well as neutralizing the key persecutors of the 
partisan mo

s Commissariat for Internal Affairs (NKVD), and the most active fighters 
of the Destroyer Battalions (IB). The study is based on materials from the National 
Archives of Latvia (the State Archives and the State Historical Archives), private 
archives, and oral history sources. The research employs the source criticism method, 
involving both external and internal criticism and the cross-referencing of information 
from diverse source types. The analyzed sources reveal the combat experience national 
partisans had acquired within German military formations. They also highlight the poor 
training of the Destroyer Battalion fighters and their reluctance to resist the partisans. 
However, alongside the selfless struggle, issues of discipline and morale persisted. The 
partisan ranks were joined by various individuals whose refusal to submit to military 
discipline led to reckless actions, self-destructive incidents, and unnecessary loss of 
personnel. The violent treatment of female captives signalled degradation of moral 
standards and violation of the principles of the 1907 Hague Convention. By analyzing 
the capture of the Dviete Executive Committee and the local cooperative, this study 
aims to uncover the complexities of military discipline and morale within the national 
partisan movement. 
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