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Summary 
The aim of this paper is portraying the co-existence of two world views, folklore 

and Christianity, in the beliefs of the Stirniene neighbourhood (Eastern Latvia) 
residents, observing it through specific visual occurrences. The chosen case study is 
sacred spaces in Stirniene and surrounding areas, including prayer spaces at homes and 
Stirniene Catholic church. In the sacred spaces of Stirniene, geometric ornaments are 
mainly found in textiles, which feature surprising solidarity and intertwining between 
folk geometric ornaments, stylised plant motifs, and Christian symbols. The Catholic 
tradition strongly influences people in this region, which leads to a conclusion that 
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geometric ornaments featured in churches and prayer spaces no longer carry 
magical or sacred information, but perform the role of the aesthetic sense of their 
creators.
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(Adams et al. 2013, 65). 
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