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Summary 
During and after the end of the War of Independence, internal security issues arose 

in Latvia. Under the influence of military conflicts, various types of crimes had sharply 
increased  robberies, murders, thefts, etc. A special problem had formed near the 
border zone, where individual criminals and gangs often operated. In a number of 
cases, armed clashes occurred between law enforcement officers and offenders.
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One of these episodes occurred in the autumn of 1920 on the Latvian-Lithuanian border 

 so-called Romanovs-
te a high crime rate in a 

particular period of time, as well as security threats on the Latvian border. As in other 
cases, investigation materials show that several gang members committed other 
offenses that can be clarified by studying archival materials (for example, those of the 
Latgale District Court). Although a specific criminal case cannot be used as a 
generalization of the activities of law enforcement institutions in the investigation of 
various criminal episodes, it nevertheless raises certain questions about their 
involvement in illegal  corrupt activities of bribery.
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