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Summary 
In 1915, the major part of church bells from Latvian Orthodox churches were 

evacuated with the retreat of Russian army. The Riga Peace Treaty of August 11, 1920 
and the mixed Re-Evacuation Commission of Soviet Russia and Latvia gave hope that 
these bells would be returned. However, solving the issue of re-evacuation turned out 
to be a difficult process.
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In spite of the Soviet efforts to limit the activity of the appointed representative of 

diplomats, he managed to obtain valuabl information about the lost church bells. Owing 
to this, until 1927 there happened three stages of returning the evacuated church bells 
However, it was still the minor part of the evacuated bells, and most of them had been 
damaged, completely broken or did not belong to the Latvian Orthodox Church 
(hereinafter  LOC). The re-evacuation took a long time due to the delay tactics 
practiced by the Soviet government, the delay in the work of the re-evacuation 
commission, as well as the financial issue. According to the terms of the peace treaty, 
the Russian party had to cover all the transport expenses related to the re-evacuation of 
the church inventory, however, most of them had to be borne by the LOC Synod. The 
Latvian government, whose attitude towards this issue was more formal, also had to 
take responsibility for the slow progress of the re-evacuation. As a result, the minor 
part of the bells were returned to Latvian Orthodox churches, some of them in a 
completely unusable condition.
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Latvijas dievnamu zvanu sarakstu (LNA LVVA, 7469. f., 1. apr., 255. l., 40. lp.), kuru 

apr., 255. l., 24. lp.). 
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