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Century  

 
Key words: sleigh decoration types, wood carvings, turnings, coloring, metal 

works, upholstery 
 
Summary 
From the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century, sledges were a means 

of everyday work, but sleighs were used only for ceremonial outings. Initially, sleighs 
asthe ceremonial vehicles were made by hand on the farm, later they were ordered from 
a woodworker, and metalwork was done by a blacksmith. The purpose of this article is 
to analyse material and written sources, to study the historical development, typology, 
production of sleighs and the chronology of their use. The development of local 
artisans, the available materials, professional capacity, as well as the influence of crafts 
from the southern, northern, and eastern neighbouring countries play a significant role. 
Four groups of basic ornament groups can be distinguished: wood decorations, 
painting, metal forgings/castings, and sleigh decorations based on city samples. In the 
18th and early 19th century, sleigh boards were burned black and ornaments were carved 
into them. At the beginning of the 19th century, simple ornaments carved with a chisel 
were used in sleigh decoration. In the mid-19th century, decoration techniques such as 
carved shanks, panelling, and turning developed. Carved shanks were also used in the 
construction of the kreslis  addition for sledge. In the mid-19th century, sleighs were 
painted monochrome, but towards the end of the 19th century, polychrome painting 
began to be used. It is most common in Belarusian-type sleds and full additions for 
sledges. The metal was originally used in the cladding of runners, but in late 19th 
century, round metal rods performed not only a functional role, but also served as a 
decorative element. In the 1880s, following the urban style, rural craftsmen began to 
use brass decorations, leather snow-catchers, and upholstery in the interior of the 
sleigh. The analysis of physical and written sources complements the so far little-
studied and analysed ideas about 19th 20th century decorating techniques of runner-
based vehicles in Latvia, trends in their production and use on the farmstead. The 
analysed sleigh ornaments provide an idea of both the material and technical 
possibilities of the farmer as well as their aestheticaideals.
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